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Windswept Hillside 48 x 54 cm
The Mallee Lands 23 x 38 cm
Fields of Hope 43 x 44 cm

Burnt Ground 49 x 46 cm

The Time Before Dawn 43 x 52 cm




Having completed five years of training, including a year with Milton Moon at
the South Australian School of Art and one with Les Blakebrough at the Tasma-
nian School of Art, | was particularly well-equipped for a career in ceramics.

My first exhibition held at the Jam Factory, Adelaide in 1976 was a culmina-
tion of what had been a greatly varied student experience. However, by the time
of my first Sydney exhibition, a strong landscape theme was clearly evident which
has continued to evolve to the present time.

For over thirty years | have had the good fortune to live and work in a
remarkable landscape setting at Cherryville in the Adelaide Hills. My studio
window looks eastward across deep timbered valleys and forested ranges that
provide a dramatic backdrop to some spectacular weather events, so it is hardly
surprising that the colours, moods, textures and events of the landscape should
find their way into my work.

For some seventeen years RAKU dominated my output with many adapta-
tions and variations. Having taught and demonstrated Raku techniques through-
out Australia and widely overseas during this time, it was surprising that | rather
suddenly moved in a different direction in 1996. Some residual of the Raku years
stayed with me and | suppose always will, however an intense focus on landscape
themes gave rise to a radically different range of techniques and processes not
commonly known or used in the ceramics world. This process is ongoing and
brings with it both frustration and excitement. | consider this essential to the
nature of ceramics as an art form, even when it makes maintaining a demand-
ing exhibition schedule very difficult. It also keeps alive the sense of adventure
that clay has always had for me. Having survived for thirty years as a full-time
practitioner, | still feel a sense of excitement at the prospect of new ideas and
possibilities. JEFF MINCHAM 2007
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